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In 1913, when I had got Indians ready to march into the Transvaal,
Lord Hardinge, the then Viceroy of India, sent Mr, Benjamin Robert-
son to South Africa* At that time, even here everyone felt that
this would bring the desired results. Then followed correspondence
between Mr* Smuts and me which brought about some under-
standing* Moreover, some Englishmen had also suggested that
Indians should be refused licences in the "Gold Area". No one has
succeeded so far in securing the repeal of the Act of 1885, which
bears on the Indians* right of ownership of immovable property.
But, in my capacity as a lawyer, I used to advise people that we
were entitled to the use of lands mortgaged to us. In this way,
many of our Indian brethren came to hold lands. Besides, two or
more people forming a company could acquire land. Because of
this freedom, our Indian brethren have been holding lands there
by forming corporations*
But now they have been depriving us of these rights too. I
admit of course that there was a provision to the effect that, with-
out prejudice to their rights to the lands and immovable properties
already held by them, Indians would not in future be able to own
lands, even in the name of companies- What is happening, however,
is altogether unjust*
A law has been passed as a result of which, after May 31, no
Indian will be able to carry on trade. In this way, they are being
deprived of trade rights which they have been enjoying for many
years. As Indians, it is our duty to raise a united voice and call the
attention of the Government of India to this intolerable situation.
Our fight is not against the Indian Government; we have only to
strengthen its hands. It does not stand to lose anything by our
doing so* If at all the Imperial Government has been helping the
South African Government in this matter, our raising a strong
protest here will oblige it as well to take our side. The South
African Government accepted my contention that there should be
no racial discrimination in the Immigration Act. But today we
find that the white population there has come forward to deprive
people of their rights.
Unfortunately, the three able men who worked iudefatigably
for Indians in South Africa are no more. One of them was Mr*
Sorabji Shapurji Adajania, As fate would have it, he has passed
away* Another was Mr, Ahmad Mahomed Cachalia, He also
has passed away* The third was Mr* Polak who has left South
Africa and has settled in London* There is still one person
there* but he has to attend to this matter in addition to his
own work*